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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whiteside (U. S. 5,835,861) in view of King et al (U.S. 6,169,498). 

Regarding claims 1,8,10 and 1 1 , Whiteside teaches a communications system 
comprising at least one beacon device (Fig. 1, item 20) capable of wireless message 
transmission (Col. 2, lines 14-18) and at least one portable device (Fig. 1, item 10) 
capable of receiving such a message transmission (Col. 2, lines 54-55), wherein the 
beacon is arranged to broadcast a series of inquiry messages each in the form of a 
plurality of predetermined data fields arranged according to a first communications 
protocol (Col. 2, lines 35-39). The beacon is further arranged to add to each inquiry 
message prior to transmission an additional data field, and wherein the at least one 
portable device is arranged to receive the transmitted inquiry messages and read data 
from said additional data field (Col. 2, lines 35-39). 
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Whiteside does not teach the additional data field including location information. 
However King teaches the additional data field including location information (Col. 3, 
lines 54-56). Whteside teaches a method for communicating location-specific 
messages that has a content that is related to a particular geographical location within a 
facility. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate King's location feature into Whiteside's system in 
order to provide additional data field including location information. This feature is old 
and popular in telecommunication system. 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 12-13, Whiteside teaches the beacon is arranged to 
add said additional data field at the end of a respective inquiry message wherein the 
beacon is arranged to include an indication in one of said predetermined data fields, 
said indication denoting the presence of said additional data field (col. 2, lines 35-39). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Whiteside further teaches a system as claimed in 
Claim 1, wherein said first communications protocol comprises Bluetooth messaging 
(Col. 1, lines 48-49). 

Regarding claims 5 and 7, Whiteside further teaches a system as claimed in 
claim 4, wherein a special Dedicated Inquiry Access Code (DIAC) is used to indicate the 
presence of location information in the additional data field. Wireless messaging 
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system employs frequency hopping, and further wherein location data is sent on each 
frequency used for inquiry message broadcasts (Col. 1 , lines 48-49). 

Regarding claim 6, Whiteside does not teach a system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the presence of location information in the additional data field is indicated with 
header information appearing in the additional data field. However, King teaches 
wherein the presence of location information in the additional data field is indicated with 
header information appearing in the additional data field (Abstract, lines 17-22). 

Regarding claim 9, Whiteside further teaches a device as claimed in Claim 8, 
wherein the receiver is configured to receive messages according to Bluetooth protocols 
(Col. 1, lines 48-49). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7487. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Karen Le 
KLL 

February 17, 2006 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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